PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM vol. 123 making possible the accumulation of seabird observations by scientific personnel aboard oceanographic research vessels that are systematically transecting the entire Indian Ocean. Some of the resulting information has already been published (Bailey, 1964 (Bailey, , 1965 (Bailey, , 1966 Pocklington, 1965; Pocklington and Risebrough, 1964; Rand, 1962 Rand, , 1963 .
The present report is based on observations and collections made by the author during IIOE cruise 5 of the r/v Anton Bruun from January through April 1964 and also during a voyage of the commercial vessel s.s. Kampala in May 1964. The cruise tracks of these two voyages are outlined in figure 1 Records also were kept of all birds sighted between watch periods; when I was not on deck, I was alerted to the presence of seabirds by the officers on watch.
The main difference influencing the observations made from the Kampala was the continuous movement of the ship (15 knots) and the fact that I could only watch from one side of the ship at a time, narrowing the radius of observation from 360°to slightly less than 180°. Some seabirds were collected from a small rubber "Zodiac" boat in subantarctic waters and during our brief visits to the Seychelles, Mauritius, Amsterdam, and St. Paul Islands. Although the latter two islands will be included in this report, only those birds seen at sea in the vicinity of the Seychelles and Mascarene Islands are discussed here, as studies on these islands were continued from June to November 1964 and will be published elsewhere.
In the course of this work I have kept detailed notes and descriptions of all unfamiliar seabirds and have found the following references especially useful for identification: "Birds of the Ocean" (Alexander, The nomenclature used follows that of Peters (1931 Peters ( , 1934 (Jouanin, 1953; Murphy and Irving, 1951 (Bourne, 1963; Bailey, 1966 Murphy (1936, p. (Oordt and Kruijt, 1953 (Bourne, 1959) and it appears that immatures and fresh-plumaged adults frequently possess white feather edgings that soon wear off (Bourne, 1959; Palmer, 1962 Bailey, 1966, p. 240 (1964, 1965) The presence of fairy terns so far out to sea and only at night (none were seen during the daytime watches) is surprising, for the nearest possible source of these birds, the Seychelles Islands, was well over 600 miles to the south and Gygis is usually known as a coastal or inshore species, not a pelagic one (Murphy, 1936 Bailey, 1966; Bourne, 1960 Bourne, , 1963 Jouanin, 1957) . In this area there is, first of all, a resident seabird community, which includes no less than eight endemic forms (four species and four subspecies).
The majority of its species occur primarily in the inshore waters close to breeding and/or roosting stations (Bailey, 1966) Kenya (Jouanin, 1957) Bailey, 1966) and, hence, records near the Maldives would not be unexpected at this time.
The status of the other dark shearwater in the Arabian Sea, the wedge-tailed shearwater, is particularly hazy because of the ease of confusion with Bulweria fallax. For years it was considered to be the common dark petrel in the western Arabian Sea (Alexander, 1931 ;  Phillips, 1954) until these records were reexamined (Jouanin, 1957) in light of the discovery of B. fallax, which is very similar in appearance. Although a few specimens have been taken in the Arabian Sea, wedge-tailed shearwaters certainly appear to be rare there, for Bailey (1966) recorded none positively north of 10°N and I saw but one.
It seems necessary, therefore, to establish just how common this species actually is in order to determine whether only occasional stragglers are involved or whether there are enough to justify postulations of either a local population or a migratory movement from another part of the Indian Ocean. The latter possibilities have been suggested (Bourne, 1960) , and the idea of a local undiscovered breeding population seems especially attractive in view of several recent discoveries of small breeding populations of this species on tiny rock offshore islets, for example near Madagascar (Appert, 1965) , Reunion (Jouanin, pers. comm.) and Roderigues (Vinson, 1965) (Phillips, 1959; Bourne, 1960; Jouanin, 1957) (Bourne, 1965) (Sverdrup, Johnson and Fleming, 1942) . This is a region rather than a well-marked line and generally is considered to lie at about 40°S. Ornithologically it is of interest because it seems to coincide with the northern limits of the distributions of a variety of procellariiform species. Our northernmost records of certain southern petrels, such as the white-chinned petrel and softplumaged petrel, were at 31°S ; nevertheless, these species were found primarily south of 34°S as were the majority of others including the albatrosses.
On a transect in early July, comparable to our 55°E transect, Rand (1962) 
